
PETITION FOR DECLARATORY RULING:

I would appreciate a ruling on whether or not a facsimile sender
may rely upon the fact that a potential facsimile recipient placed
their facsimile number into a published directory as the potential
recipient's permission to receive a facsimile; or at least that
this be the case if the directory publisher makes it known to those
that place their information into the directory that they are
giving their express or implied permission to receive facsimiles
from purchasers of the directory as well as others that have
listings in the directory.

The reasoning is that those who place their names into the
directory are, in a sense, advertising to the purchasers that their
services are available, and to contact them.  The easiest way to do
that on a widespread basis is by "blast fax."  It would seem that
so long as the facsimile has the opt-out number for them to call if
they do not wish to receive further faxes from you, that should be
sufficient.  After all, they do have the choice to not include
their facsimile number in their listing, so their including it does
seem an invite to use it.

If nothing else, the Commission may want to provide for a
few "grace" facsimiles in these circumstances and just mandate that
the sender send a permission form that complies with the new
regulations and wait to receive it back before sending further
facsimiles to that vendor.

Thank you for your attention to this matter.

Jeff


